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IN THE CLAIMS 




1. (currently amended): An audio component system comprising 

(a) a plurality of components for outputting audio signals, and 

(b) a signal processing control unit connected to the components, the 



signal processing control unit comprising 

a plurality of signal input terminals a-fcrd for receiving audio signals from 
the components, 

selector means connected to the signal input terminals for selecting the 
audio signal received by a desired one of the signal input terminals, 

a signal processing circuit for processing the selected signal as rcquii e d by 
an uuuutiun including amplification and outputting the resulting audio signal, 
and 

a c o ntrol ciimit foi changing uvu the selec to r means in accordance with a 
manipulati o n by the ua e i, the audio component &>slem being charaU c iizcd -m 
that, th e 

fe)_a control circuit of the signal processing control unit and connected tn a 
respective , control circuit of each of the components a r e c o nn e cted t o each otlt er 
foi euuuiiwiiealioii; the control circuit of the signal processing control unit 
comprising signal transmitting means for automatically transmitting at a suitable 
time a call signal to the control circuit of at least one of the components which is 
to be checked for connection or non-connection, means foi checking whuhci * n 
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uiawu Aigiial u ittu i >t J ill mpoim L u Oil call iimial. the control cirnnt n f ».- n 

Component comprising signal resp onse means for sending an answer sif rnal 

the signal processing control unit in resp nns* i n the call sip nal fr 0m the cnnfml 

Circuit of the signal pro cessing control ^ft; 

(d) muting means, comprised in % pify ial processin g rn efl n« f or 
automatically reducing substantially to zero the sound volume of the audio signal 
selected hy the control circuit which, j s to be output from the signal processing 
circuit when the audio signal selected by the selector means is from the 
component not responding with to the answer signal , Uu, c u nUul uiualufutdi 
compuiiuil comprising signal itapoon nieau* fui sending the amwu signal to 
t he ai&ital pm^iiig loiiuol unit in itApunsi tu the cull signal Horn the ujiiuuI 
eircuit uf the signal piouessmg contiol uuit, 

2. (currently amended): An Hie audio component system according to 
claim 1 wherein the signal transmitting means of the control circuit of the signal 
processing control unit transmits the call signal to the control circuits of all the 
components when the signal processing control unit is energized. 
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3. (currently amended): An Xhg audio component system according to 
claim 1 wherein when one of the signal input terminals is selected by the selector 
means, the signal transmitting means of the control circuit of the signal 
processing control unit transmits the call signal to the control circuit of the 
component connected to the selected signal input terminal. 



4. (currently amended): An Xhe audio component system according to 
claim 1 wherein the signal transmitting means of the control circuit of the signal 
processing control unit transmits the call signal to the control circuits of all the 
components in a predetermined cycle. 

5. (new): The audio component system according to claim 1, wherein the 
signal processing circuit amplifies the signal. 
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